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BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A TREATISE ON THE LAW RELATING TO 

SEA LIGHTS, 

AND THB BULB OP THB BOAD AT SEA; 

WltH FoBIlaR OltlllHlSCEfl AMD TftAHSUTlSRI^ AND NOMBKODB CasIB 




Since the publication of the Author's work ** On Ship 
Lights and the Bule of the Road at Sea,'* new Regulations 
have been issued by the Lords of the Admiralty respecting 
Lights and Fog Signals to be carried and used by Sea- 
going Vessels, and which are here published as an 
Appendix to that work. 

The New Regulations which are to be carried into 
effect on and after the 1st day of October next (1858), 
are complete in themselves and perfectly independent of 
the former ones, which are expressly revoked by them 
from and after the preceding 30th of September. 



NEW EEGULATIONS. 



A DETAILED account of the History and Progress of the 
Xiegislative Enactments and Begulations relating to the 
use of Ship Lights having been given in the Author's 
Work on that subject, it will be suflScient here briefly to 
remind the reader, that according to the old Maritime 
Law* there was no general obligation imposed upon a 
merchant vessel to carry lights, although from peculiar 
circumstances, such as the darkness of the night, the 
state of the weather, &c.,' it might only be a prudent and 
proper precaution to exhibit them ; and such a precau- 
tion the law would, under those circumstances, consider 
necessary to be adopted independent of any legislative 
enactments, in order to entitle parties to recover damages 
for any injury they might have sustained at that time. 

This subject appears to have been first noticed by the 
Legislature in the 9 & 10 Vict. c. 100 (1846); by the 
10th section of which Act, the Lords of the Admiralty 
were empowered, at their discretion, to make regulations 
respecting the exhibition of lights by steam-vessels. 

Availing themselves of the authority thus conferred 
upon them, their Lordships accordingly, in the year 

^ Hose, p. 3 ; 2 Ca. 101, Jan. 24, 1843. ^ Adonis, p. 50 ; JuL 21,1854. 
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1848, issued certain regulations for that purpose. A 
more general authority, applicable to both steam and 
sailing vessels, having been subsequently conferred upon 
the Lords of the Admiralty by the 14 & 15 Vict. c. 79 
(1851), the last regulations were revoked and new ones 
issued in the year 1852^ which still remain in force, and 
will do so until the 1st day of October next. 

The purport of these Begulations was, amongst other 
things, to enjoin the use by steamers of coloured lights. 

In consequence of the beneficial effects which have 
resulted from the use of this description of lights, the 
possibility of its application to the case of sailing-vessels 
was the subject of much and frequent consideration. 
The question was submitted to the consideration of a 
committee of naval and other officers appointed for this 
purpose, who, after much deliberation and the examination 
of many and competent witnesses, reported in favour of 
its adoption* 

In the meantime the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 
(17 & 18 Vict. c. 104), had been passed. By the 295th 
section of which it was enacted as follows : — 
Lights and " CCXCV. The following rules shall be observed with 
og signals. j.ggg^^ |.Q lights and fog signals (that is to say), 

"(1.) The Admiralty shall, from time to time, make 
regulations requiring the exhibition of such lights, by 
such classes of ships, whether steam or sailing ships, 
within such places and under such circumstances as they 
think fit, and may, from time to time, revoke, alter, or 
vary the same : " 

"(2.) The Admiralty may, if they think fit, make regu- 
lations requiring the use of such fog signals, by such 
classes of ships, whether steam or sailing ships, within 
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such places and under such circumstances as they think 
fit, and may, from to time, revoke, alter, or vary the 
same : " 

" (3.) All regulations made in pursuance of this section 
shall be published in the 'London Gazette,* and shall 
come into operation on a day to be named in the 

* Gazette * in which they are published, and the Admi- 
ralty shall cause all such regulations to be printed, and 
shall furnish a copy thereof to any owner or master of a 
ship who applies for the same, and production of the 

* Gazette ' containing such regulations shall be suflScient 
evidence of the due making and purport thereof." 

"(4.) All owners and masters shall be bound to take 
notice of the same, and shall, so long as the same con- 
tinue in force, exhibit such lights, and use such fog 
signals, at such times, within such places, in such manner, 
and under such circumstances, as are enjoined by such 
regulations, and shall not exhibit any other lights or use 
any other fog signals ; and in case of default the master 
or the owner of the ship, if it appears that he was in 
fault, shall, for each occasion upon which such regulations 
are infringed, incur a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds." 

Under the sanction of this clause the new Regulations 
have been made. Independently of their reference to the 
use of lights, they extend to that of fog signals also, and 
were published in the " Gazette " of March 3, 1868, in 
the following form — : 
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Admiralty Notice respecting Lights and Fog Sig- 
nals TO BE carried AND USED BY SeA-GOING VeSSELS 

to prevent Collision. 

By the Commissioners for executing the ofl&ce of Lord 
High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, &c. 

By virtue of the power and authority vested in us, 
we hereby revoke, as from and after the 30th day of 
September, 1858, the Regulations made and published 
by us on the 1st day of May, 1852, relating to the Lights 
to be carried by Sea-going Vessels to prevent Collision : 
And we hereby make the following Ilegulations, and 
require and direct that the same be strictly observed, 
and carried into eflfect on and after the 1st day of 
October, 1858. 

Steam-Vessels. 

Lighti— All sea-going steam-vessels, when under steam, shall 

between sun-set and sun-rise, exhibit the following 
lights : — 

1. A bright white light at the foremast head ; 
A green light on the starboard side ; 

A red light on the port side. 

2. The mast-head light shall be so constructed as to 
be visible on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere, at a 
distance of at least five miles, and shall show an uniform 
and unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty 
points of the compass, and it shall be so fixed as to throw 
the light ten points on each side of the ship, viz., from 
right ahead to two points abaft the beam on either side. 
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3. The green light on the starboard side, and the red 
light on the port side, shall be so constructed as to be 
visible on a dark night, with a clear atmosphere^ at a 
distance of at least two miles, and show an uniform and 
unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of 
the compass, and they shall be so fixed as to throw the 
light from right ahead to two points abaft the beam on 
the starboard and on the port sides respectively. 

4. The side lights are to be fitted with inboard screens, 
projecting at least three feet forward from the light, so as 
to prevent the lights from being seen across the bow. 

5. Steam- vessels, under sail only, are not to carry their 
mast-head light. 

Fog Signals. 
All sea-going steam-vessels, whether propelled by Fog sig- 
paddles or screws, when their steam is up, and when gj^amera. 
under way, shall in all cases of fog use as a fog signal a 
steam-whistle, placed before the funnel, at not less than 
eight feet from the deck, which shall be sounded once at 
least every five minutes ; but when the steam is not up, 
they shall use a fog-horn or bell, as ordered for sailing 
ships. 

Sailing- Vessels. 
1. All sea-going sailing-vessels, when under way or Lights- 
being towed, shall between sun-set and sun-rise exhibit a ^^jf 
green light on the starboard side, and a red Ught on the 
port side of the vessel, and such lights shall be so con- 
structed as to be visible on a dark night, with a clear 
atmosphere, at a distance of at least two miles, and shall 
show an uniform and unbroken light over an arc of the 



horizon of ten points of the compass, from right ahead to 
two points abaft the beam on the starboard and on the 
port sides respectively. 

2. The coloured lights shall be fixed, whenever it is 

practicable so to exhibit them, and shall be fitted with 

^"•^"* inboard screens projecting at least three feet forward from 

the light, so as to prevent the lights being seen across 

the bow. 

8. When the coloured lights cannot be fixed (as in the 
case of small vessels in bad weather) they shall be kept 
on deck between sun-set and sun-rise, and on their proper 
sides of the vessel, ready for instant exhibition, and shall 
be exhibited in such a manner as can be best seen on the 
approach of, or to, any other vessel or vessels, in sufficient 
time to avoid collision, and so that the green light shall 
not be seen on the port side, nor the red light on the star- 
board side. 

Fog Signals. 

Po« n«- All sea-going sailing-vessels, when under way, shall, in 

Sailing- all cases of fog, use, when on the starboard tack, a fog 
^^^ ' horn, and when on the port tack shall ring a bell. These 
signals shall be sounded once at least every five minutes. 
Sailing Pilot Vessels are to carry only a white light 
at the mast-head, and are to exhibit a flare-up light every 
fifteen minutes, in accordance with Trinity House regu- 
lation. 

Vessels at Anchor. 

At anchor. All sea-going vessels, when at anchor in roadsteads or 
fairways, shall between sun-set and sun-rise, exhibit 
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where it can best be seen, but at a height not exceeding 
twenty feet above the hull, a white light, in a globular 
lantern of eight inches in diameter, and so constructed 
as to show a clear, uniform, and unbroken light all round 
the horizon at a distance of a least one mile. 

Given under our hands, this 24th day of February, 1858. 

Charles Wood, 
r. s. dundas. 
By Command of their Lordships, 
W. G. RoMAiNE, Secretary. 

The following diagrams are intended to illustrate the Diagrams, 
use of the lights carried by vessels at sea, and the manner 
in which they indicate to the vessel which sees them, 
the position and description of the vessel which carries 
them : — 

First. — ^Wlien both red and green lights are seen : 
A. sees a red and green light ahead ; — A. knows that 
a vessel is approaching her on a course directly opposite 
to her own, as B. : 

Groen. 





Red. 

If A. sees a white mast-head light above the other two, she 
knows that B. is a steam-vessel. 

Second. — When the red and not the green light is 

seen: 

A. sees a red light ahead or on the bow;— A. knows that 

either — 
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1, A vessel is approaching her on her port bow, as B. ; 





or, 2, a vessel is crossing in some direction to port, as 
D. D. D. : 



red. 





If A. sees a white mast-head light above the red light, 
A. knows that the vessel is a steam-vessel, and is either 
approaching her in the same direction, as B., or is crossing 
to port in some direction, as D. D. D. 

Third. — When the green and not the red light is 
seen : 

A. sees a green light ahead or on the bow; A. knows that 
either — 
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1, A vessel is approaching her on the starboard bow, 
as B. 





or, 2, a vessel is crossing in some direction to starboard, 
as D. D. D. 






If A. sees a white mast-head light above the green light, 
A. knows that the vessel is a steam-vessel, and is either 
approaching her in the same direction as B., or is crossing 
to starboard in some direction, as D. D. D. 
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llEGULATIONS AS TO LIGHTS. 



For the purpose of facilitating the compariBon of these Eegulations with the 
last ones iBsued in the year 1852, they are here printed in parallel colunma. 



I. 

BiauLATiOHS of 1852, 

which remain in force until the 30th 
of September, 1858. 

Admiralty notice respecting lights 
to be carried by sea-going vessels, to 
prevent collision. 

By the Commissioners for executing 
the office of Lord High Admiral of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, &c., &c 

By virtue of the power and autho- 
rity vested in us by the Act 14 & 15 
Vict. c. 79, dated 7th August, 1851, 
we hereby require and direct that the 
following regulations be strictly ob- 
served. 



Steam- VeneU. 

Steam- All British sea-going steam-vessels 

Vessels, (whether propelled by paddles or 
screws) ehall, within all seas, gulfs, 
channels, straits, bays, creeks, roads, 
roadsteads, harbours, havens, ports, 
and rivers, and under all circum- 
stances, between sunset and sunrise. 



II. 

Nbw BiaULATIOVS. 

which come into force on the 1st of 
October, 1858. 

Admiralty notice respecting lights 
and fog signals, to be carried and used 
by sea-going vessels, to prevent col- 
lision. 

By the Commissioners for executing 
the office of Lord High Admiral of the 
United Kingdom of €h*eat Britain and 
Ireland, &c. 

By virtue of the power and autho- 
rity vested in us we hereby revoke, as 
from and affcer the 30th day of Sep- 
tember, 1858, the regulations made 
and published by us on the Ist day of 
May, 1852, relating to the lights to 
be carried by sea-going vessels to pre- 
vent collision. And we hereby make 
the following regulations, and require 
and direct that the same be strietly 
observed and carried into effect on 
and after the let day oi October, 1858. 

SUam'VesttU. 
All sea-going steam-vessels, whtn 
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I. 

Bbqulatiohs 0/1852, 

which remain in force nntU the 30th 
of September, 1858. 

exhibit lights of such description, and 
in such manner, as hereinafter men- 
tioned, viz.. 

When v/nder Steam, 

A bright white light at the foremast 
head. 
A green light on the starboard side. 
A red light on the port side. 

1. The masthead light is to be 
visible at a distance of at least 5 milea 
in a dark night, with a clear atmos- 
phere, and the lantern is to be so 
constructed as to show a uoiform and 
unbroken light over an arc of the 
horizon of 20 points of the compass, 
being 10 points on each side of the 
ship ; viz. , from right ahead to 2 points 
abaft the beam on either side. 

2. The green light on the starboard 
side is to be visible at a distance of aU 
least 2 miles in a dark night, with a clear 
atmosphere ; and the lantern is to be 
so constructed as to show a uniform 
and unbroken light over an arc of the 
horizon of 10 points of the compass; 
viz., from right ahead to 2 points 
abaft the beam on the starboard side. 



II. 

Nbw Bbgulationb, 

which come into for(^ on the Ist of 
October, 1858. 

vmdei' steamy shall between sunset and 
sunrise exhibit the following lights. 



8. The red light on the port side is 
ikewise to be fitted so as to throw its 
light the same distance on that side. 

4. The side lights are moreover to 
be fitted with screens on the inboard 
side, of at least 3 feet long, to prevent 



1. A bright white light at the fore- 
mast head. 

A green light on the starboard side. 
A red light on the port side. 

2. The masthead light shall be so 
constructed as to be visible on a dark 
night, with a clear atmosphere, at a 
distance of at least 5 miles, and shall 
show an uniform and unbroken light 
over an arc of the horizon of 20 points 
of the compass, and it shall be so 
fixed as to throw the light 10 points 
on each side of the ship, viz., from 
right ahead to 2 points abaft the 
beam on either side . 

3. The green light on the starboard 
side and the red light on the port side 
shall be so constructed as to be visible 
on a dark night, with a clear atmos- 
phere, at a distance of at least 2 
miles, and show an uniform and un- 
broken light over an arc of the horizon 
of 10 points of the compass, and they 
shall be so fixed as to throw the light 
from right ahead to 2 points abaft the 
beam on the starboard and on the port 
sides respectivelv. 



Under 
steam. 



4. The side lights are to be fitted 
with inboard screens, projecting at 
least 3 feet forward from the light, so 
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I. 

Reoulatiohs of 1852, 

which remsiii in force until SOth of 
September, 1858. 

the lights from being seen across the 
bow. 



When at Anchor, 
A common bright light 



Sailing* Vessela. 

We hereby require that all sailing- 
vessels, when under sail, or being 
towed, approaching or being ap- 
proached by any other vessel, shall 
be bound to show between sunset and 
sunrise a bright light in such a posi- 
tion as can be best seen by «nch 
vessel or vessels, and in sufficient 
time to avoid collision. 



11. 

NbW BlOULATIOKS, 

which come into force on tiie let of 
October, 1858. 

as to prevent the lights &om being 
seen across the bow. 

5. Steam* vessels under sail only are 
not to carry their masthead lights^ 



Foa SiaNALS. 

All sea-going steam- vessels, whether 
propelled by paddle or screws, when 
their steam is up, and when under 
way, shall in all cases of fog use as a 
fog signal a steam whistle, placed 
before the fonnel at not less than 8 
feet from the deck, which shall be 
sounded once at least every 5 minutes; 
but when the steam is not up, they 
shall use a fog horn or bell, as ordered 
for sailing-ships. 

Sailing' Vessels. 

1. All sea-going sailing-vessels, 
when under way, or being towed, 
shall, between sunset and sunrise, 
exhibit a green light on the starboard 
side, and a red light on the port side 
of the vessel ; and such lights shall 
be so constructed as to be visible on a 
dark night, with a dear atmosphere, 
at a distance of at least 2 miles, and 
shall show an uniform and unbroken 
light over an arc of the horizon of 10 
points of the compass, from right 
ahead to 2 points abaft the beam on 
the starboard and on the port sides 
respectively. 

2. The coloured lights shall be 
fixed, whenever it is practicable so to 
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I, 

RsauLATioRS of 1852, 

which remain in force until 30th of 
September, 1858. 



All sailing-vessels at anchor in 
roadsteads or fairways, shall be also 
bound to exhibit between sunset and 
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11. 
Nbw Rbgulatiovs, 

which eome into force on the lat of SAiunra 
October, 1858. Vmsbls. 

exhibit them ; and shall be fitted 
with inboard screens projecting at 
least 3 feet forward from the light, 
80 as to prevent the lights being seen 
across the bow. 

3. When the coloured lights cannot 
be fixed (as in the case of small ves- 
sels in bad weather) they shall be 
kept on deck between sunset and 
sunrise, and on their proper sides of 
the vessel, ready for instant exhibi- 
tion, and shall be exhibited in such a 
manner as can be be^t seen on the 
approach of or to any other vessel or 
vessels in suffici^it time to avoid col- 
lision, and 80 that the green light 
shall not be seen on the port side, nor 
the red light on the starboard side. 



Fog Signals. 

All sea-going sailing-vessels, when pog 
under way, shall in all cases of fog. Signals, 
use when en the starboard tack a fog 
horn, and when on the port tack shall 
ring a bell. These signals shall be 
sounded once at least every 5 minutes. 

SAiLnro Pilot-Yessexs are to carry 
only a white light at the masthead, 
and are to exhibit a flare-up light 
every 15 minutes, in accordance with 
Trinity House regulation. 



Vessels at Anchoe. 

All sea-going vessels, when at an- At Anchor. 
chor in roadsteads or fairways, shall 
between sunset and sunrise exhibit 
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I. 

BsQULAnoHS of 1852, 

which remain in force until the 80th 
of Septemher, 1858. 

AtAitchob. sunriee a constant bright light at the 
masthead, except within harbours, or 
other places where Regulations for 
other lights for ships are legally esta- 
blished. 

The lantern fb be used when at 
anchor, both by steam-yessels and 
sailing-yessels, is to be so constructed 
as to show a clear good light all round 
the horizon. 

We hereby revoke all Regulations 
heretofore made by us relating to 
steam-vessels exhibiting or carrying 
lights, and we require that the pre- 
ceding Regulations be strictly carried 
into effect on and after the Ist of 
August, 1852. 

Given under our hands the Ist day 
of May, 1852. 

HYDE PARKER. 
P. HORNBY. 

By command of their Lordships, 

W. A. B. HAMILTON. 



II. 

Niw BiaaLATioHS, 

which come into force on the Ist dl 
October, 1858. 

where \x can best be seen, but at a 
height not exceeding 20 feet above 
the hull, a white Ught in a globular 
lantern of 8 inches in diameter, and 
so constructed as to show a clear, 
uniform, and unbroken light all round 
the horizon at a distance of at leasi 
one mile. 



Given under our hands this 24th 
day of February, 1858. 

CHARLES WOOD. 
R. S. DUNDAS. 

By command of their Lordships, 
W. G. ROMAINB, 

Secretary. 



The Diagrams in illustration of the New Regulations will be foundy onto, 
p. XI ; and of those of 1852 in p. 72 of the Author's former work. 
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• The object of the New Regulations is, as has been 
before stated, to enjoin the use of coloured lights by 
sailing- vessels^ and that of fog-signals generally. 

All vessels are divided into the two classes of sailing- 
vessels and steamers, — steam-vessels when not under 
steam being ranked in the former class,, and subject to 
the same regulations as sailing-vessels. 

All vessels in motion must be provided with coloured 
lamps, one of a gieen colour on the starboard side; 
another red on the port side. These, in the case of 
steamers, are iixed^ and in the case of sailing-vessels are 
required to be so, when practicable. 

Steamers when under steam will be distinguished by 
carrying a bright white light at the foremast head. 

In the case of the Telegraph \ which was appealed to i Sp. 427. 
the Judicial Committee, that Court observed, — That 
with respect to the expression "masthead," they were 
clearly of opinion it meant at the very top. 

In the New Eegulations it will be observed that the 
more general wording of " all sea-going steam- vessels " has 
been adopted, instead of the former " all British sea-going 
steam-vessels ;" but in the case of the Zollverein*, which 2 W. R. 
was one of collision between a British and foreign vessel, 
it was held after long argument and much deliberation, 
that words equally ample, " any ship, whether steam or 
sailing ship," in the a96th section of the Merchant Ship- 17 & 18 
ping Act, would only apply to British ships, and were 
not applicable to any case in which a foreigner was a 
party', and this opinion of the Court has been subse- 
quently repeated in several cases; thus in that of the 
Herefordshire, the Court, addressing the Trinity Masters, 

» P. 30. « P. 69. 8 P. 65. 



1858. 



XX 

Dec. 21, by whom it was assisted, observed, " It is needless for 
me to state to you that the parties m this case are to be 
governed by the ordinaiy maritime rule of the sea, be- 
cause one of the parties in the case, the party suing, 
being a Hanoverian, it results from that circumstance 
that you are not entitled to apply to him, the British Act 
of Parliament, or any of the rules of the Admiralty, 
or any of the ordinances which constitute our naval 
code." 

These cases are left to be decided by the Old Maritime 
Law. 

Nor are these Regulations applicable to cases of colli- 
sion between British vessels in foreign ports. 
March 8, In the case of the Grimsby, in which that vessel, an 

English steamer, had run down the English brig Anemone, 
in Elsinore roads, the Court observed : " As a general 
principle, it is quite clear that no British statute applies 
to a country under foreign jmisdiction, except there are 
words so expressed in that statute as necessarily to bring it 
under that Act. It is quite true that the British legis- 
lature have power to exercise jurisdiction all over the 
world, but it is very seldom that that jurisdiction is 
exercised, and only under special circumstances. Look- 
ing at the Act of Parliament, it apprehended it was never 
intended to apply to British ships lying in a foreign port. 
It was intended to apply to ships lying in our harbours, 
and to ships in roadsteads and fairways, except within 
those harbours and places where there are different regu- 
lations as to lights being hoisted at night. That being 
so, it was of opinion the case was out of the Act of 
Parliament." 

Where, however, the enactments of an Act of Parlia- 
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Inent are of a remedial nature, a foreigner may avail 
himself of them. 

Thus in the case of the Milford, an American ship, in s. G. Mdi. 

29 1858» ' 

which the master had commenced a suit in the Comt of ' * 

Admiralty against the freight, for wages due to him in 

that capacity. It appeared that he had originally shipped 

as second mate, and having, on the death of the first mate 

and loss of the master, taken upon himself the command 

of the vessel, claimed the wages as master for the period 

of his acting as such. 

The owners appeared under protest, contending that 
although a seaman might sue for his wages, a master was 
only entitled so to do under the 191st section of the re- 
cent Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and that this Act was 
not applicable to the case of a foreigner. 

The Court in giving judgment, observed, " That the case 
of foreign seamen had been previously fully considered, 
and the rule laid down* that notice should always be given » Golub- 
to the Consul of the Foreign State to which the foreign ^ ^is. * 
seamen belonged, although it did not bind itself in all 
cases to be governed by the objection to the proceeding 
which might be raised by such consul. (In the present 
case this notice had been duly given, and no objection 
raised on the part of the American Consul.) It then 
referred to the case of Don v. Lipman \ and expressed its 
opinion that the foreign master was entitled to sue in 
that court for his wages, adding, that with regard to the 
191st section of the Merchant Shipping Act referred to, 
* Every master of a ship shall .... have the same 

rights, &c for the recovery of his wages which 

.... any seaman has ; ' no one could doubt that the 

« P. 72. 
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words were broad enough to cover the case of a foreign 
vessel." It accordingly overruled the protest, and allowed 
the cause to proceed. 
Ligbt«. Under these Regulations it is left, as it was before, 

to all parties concerned, to supply themselves with what- 
ever description of lantern they may see fit to adopt, 
provided the conditions mentioned in the regulations are 
carried out. 

The light at the masthead of a steamer must show an 
uniform light over an arc of 20 points of the compass, 
and throw a light 10 points on each side* of the 
ship. 

The side lights of all vessels must be visible at a dis- 
tance of at least 2 miles, show an uniform light over an 
arc of 10 points of the compass, and throw the light 2 
points on each side of the ship. 

When at anchor the light must be in a globular lantern 
of 8 inches in diameter, and show a clear light all round 
at a distance of at least 1 mile. 

In the case of the Mangerton \ the light exhibited was 
a triangular-shaped lantern, fastened at the end of the 
bowsprit, and showing, by means of lenses, the three 
lights, bright in front, green on the starboard, and red 
on the port side ; but such a Ught the Court determined 
was not a compliance with the Admiralty Regulations. 

Great cabe must be taken that the lights are kept 
properly burning. 
8 W. Bob. In the case of the Rob Roy ' the Court observed on the 

191. . 

necessity and importance of strict attention to this sub- 

2Sp. 75. ject; and in that of the Sylph ^, when the question was 

raised whether one of the lights had not gone out, it 

» P. 60. » p. 89. » p. 41. 
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observed, though the vessel proceeded against might not 
be in any degree to blame for the light going out, it 
might be an accident, yet it was the same, as regards the 
other party, as if it had arisen from negligence, and ulti- 
mately decided that the Sylph had been misled by this 
circumstance, and was in consequence justified in con- 
sidering the other vessel to have been at anchor. 

Again, in the case of the Moscow which came into March 8» 
collision with the Atma, a steamer, the latter vessel not 
having at the time her side lights lighted. 

The Court expressed its opinion that the Moscow, seeing 
a single white light on board the Alma was justified 
in considering her to be a sailing-vessel, and acting 
accordingly. It therefore pronounced its decree in her 
favour. 

Great attention must also be paid to the fitting of Screens. 
the side lights with proper screens. These must project 
at least three feet forward on the inboard side ; the object 
being to prevent both lights being seen at the same time 
from any direction but that of right a-head. 

The necessity of the case imposes upon each vessel Proof, 
the proof of its having complied with the regulations \ the 
presumption in each case being in favour of affirmative 
over negative evidence, as it is very possible that lights 
might have been exhibited, although the other party might 
not have seen them '. 

Thus in the case of the Herefordshire , in which the Dec. 21, 
question was raised, whether a light had been exhibited, 
the Court observed — " It is nothing for the other ship to 
say she did not see the light, there are many reasons why 
those on board the other vessel might not see it. 

' SwarUandj p. 40 ; 2 Sp. 107. " Argo, p. 81. 
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Time and ANOTHER QUESTION whicli demands attention is the 
time when and distance at which the light ought to be 
exhibited ? 

^^a *' I^^ ^^^ case of the Pembroke, that vessel a steamer 

1858. 

came into collision with the brig the Lady Sale, and it 
was stated in the preliminary act on her part, that the 
distance at which the Lady Sale was seen was only half 
a cable's length. 

The Court, in giving judgment, observed, *'That this 
statement was not supported by the evidence in the case, 
and added that it entirely acceded to the argument 
addressed by the Admiralty Advocate on the present 
occasion, that you are not to take any measure the 
moment you descry a light. The wisest way is to take 
time to consider what measure to adopt. But the 
question is^ had they not ample time, and ought not this 
screw steamer to have taken ample measures as soon as 
possible ? It could not conceive, considering the facilities 
a screw steamer has as compared with a sailing ship for 
getting out of the way, but that if those on board the 
Pembroke had adopted the measures they ought to have 
adopted, and in reasonable time, this collision would have 
been avoided." 

3 Ca. 13. In the case of the Colonia \ the Court observed, " that 

with reference to the timely precaution which a vessel 
ought to take, it was the duty of the Colonia, in that case, 
with the wind free, to have made certain of avoiding the 
other vessel, and not to have kept her course as she did 
till she was within a cable and a half's length." 

2 Sp. 30. The case of the Clyde ' was that of a collision between 

that vessel, a steamer, and the schooner Catharina, the 

> P. 102. 2 p. 11. 
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master of the latter vessel had heen at first in doubts 

whether the light was on shore or not, but exhibited his 

lantern as soon as it was known that the light previously 

seen was that of a steamer. 

The Court pronounced in favour of the Catharina. 

In the case of the Norval and Colne \ the Court July 80, 

1867. 
observed, that although the law required vessels to port 

when there was danger of a collision, yet the rule was not 

to be carried to an absurdity, and one vessel is not to 

cross the course of another, if by keeping their respective 

courses they might have passed in safety. 

It may also be observed, that in the first report - on 
this subject, it was stated that a gi'een light might be 
distinctly seen at the distance of three, and the red one 
at the distance of two miles in the ordinary state of the 
atmosphere, and that this distance was amply sufficient 
to afford time for determining the manner in which the 
vessel was steering, and adopting the steps necessary to 
avoid a collision. 

In the case of the Peninsula, that vessel, a steamer, July 10, 

"I QC'T 

had come into collision with a schooner, the Imperial 
Prince, and attributed the accident to the circumstance 
of the schooner not having a proper light, and to its not 
being shown in such a position and in sufficient time to 
enable the steamer to avoid it. 

The Court, however, observed ; ** It is perfectly clear 
that this was a sufficient light, and exhibited in time. 
The witness, John Anderson, states, * It would be about 
three minutes before the collision when that was shown, 
and I should say that there was then time enough 
to have avoided it.' The whole of the evidence is in 

1 P. 119. * P. 14. 
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conformity with that statement, and I accordingly pro- 
nounce against the steamer." 

Dec. 17, In the case of the Linda, the Court expressed its 

1867. . . 

opmion that there was not a sufficient light shown in 

time hy those on hoard the other vessel. 

1857 ^^' "^^ ^® ^^^® ^' ^^^ Ceres and Harmony \ the Court ex- 

pressed its opinion that considering the manner in which 
these vessels were proceeding, and that only the red light 
of the steamer was first visible to the Harmony, they 
would have gone clear if they had kept their courses, and 
therefore that the Act of Parliament enjoining the show- 
ing of a light on approaching another vessel was not 
applicable in the first instance, although it became so 
when the green light became visible, and that the Har- 
mony, having then exhibited a light, was free from 
blame. 

Fog- With reference to fog signals, they are now for 

signals. 

the first time introduced into the Regulations, and their 
use enjoined upon all vessels under weigh. In the case 
of steamers under steam, a steam-whistle, placed at not 
less than eight feet from the deck, is to be sounded every 
five minutes. At other times these vessels, and all 
sailing vessels are to use, when on the starboard tack, a 
fog-horn, and if on the port tack, to ring a bell, at least 
once every five minutes. 
Look out. It may in conclusion be observed that it has been 
clearly proved in evidence that the number of collisions 
is chiefly attributable to the neglect of a good look-out', 
and that this circumstance is one to which particular 
attention is paid by the Court in the examination of every 
case. 

Thus in the case of La Plata, in which a collision 
J P. 117. ' P. 77. 
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took place between that vessel, a steamer of 428 tons, Dec. 15, 
and the brig HelenCf of 190 tons, and which was ap- 
pealed to the Judicial Committee, that Court observed, 
that if a good look-out had been kept, those on board the 
Helene must have seen so large a ship as La Plata, and 
might have avoided the collision. 

And again in that of the Pembroke, the Court observed, 
that if there had been a good look-out kept on board the 
Pembroke, and prompt and decided measures had been 
adopted, there would have been no collision. 

And similarly, the Court expressed its opinion that 
the collision was solely attributable to the want of a good 
look-out in the cases of the Argo, p. 31, and Louise, p. 44. 
Strong observations on the neglect of this important duty 
were also made in those of the Telegra'ph, p. 38, Vivid, 
p. 49, and Ericson, p. 68. 
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